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Dimension: (varies according to crochet tension and yarn weight) 

Purse: 7 1/2″ (W) x 6″ (H) (exclude strap / handle) 

Strap / Handle: approx. 15″ (short), 40″ (long for cross body sling) 

Gauge / Tension: not very important as long as you are using similar yarn weight and hook 

stated below. You will need to measure the completed purse to sew the purse lining. 

Material & Tool: 

1. Yarn, medium weight, approx. 100 gram. 

2. Crochet hook, G, 4mm 

3. Beads (wooden): 84 

3. Fabric for lining, approx. 9″ x 7 1/2″ (allowed more to suit your actual purse size)  

4. Cord Lock (double cord-hole) for drawstring stopper. Buy the plastic version here 

5. Shoe lace cord, or cotton cord of similar diameter, or crochet yours (scroll down to look for a 

pink purse picture); 20″ 

6. Cord ends, 2 pcs (optional), you can substitute them with beads 

7. Strap clips, it is optional, you may sew the strap directly on the purse without using the clips 

8. Tapestry needle 

Abbreviations: 
sl knot = slip knot 

st = stitch 

slst = slip stitch (to fasten) 

ch = chain 

dc = double crochet 

fo = fasten off 

Rnd = round 

CROCHET PATTERN 

Purse Body 

Pattern goes up in round, the beginning of each round will be shifted backward a little and will 

be somewhere at the middle of the back of the purse upon finishing. 

Note: For crochet chat of basic crocodile stitch, refer here. 

Insert all beads into the yarn. 

Base chain – sl knot, ch 38, 

Rnd 1 – dc on the 4th chain from the hook, dc in each ch for the next 34 sts (a ch before the last), 

3dc on the last ch. Turn sideways and continue along other side of the foundation ch, dc the 

remaining ch loop for the next 34 sts. slst to the 3rd ch of the beginning round. [Check: Treat the 

first 3 ch as a dc st, you will have a total of 72 dc sts.] 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0088LZ7H4/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0088LZ7H4&linkCode=as2&tag=crafpass-20%22%3ECosmos%20%C2%AE%206%20PCS%20Black%20Double%20Cord%20Stops%20Sliding%20Shoelace%20Lock%20Replacements%20for%20Triathlon%20with%20Cosmos%20Fastening%20Strap%3C/a%3E%3Cimg%20src=%22http://ir-na.amazon-adsystem.com/e/ir?t=crafpass-20&l=as2&o=1&a=B0088LZ7H4%22%20width=%221%22%20height=%221%22%20border=%220%22%20alt=%22%22%20style=%22border:none%20%21important;%20margin:0px%20%21important;%22%20/%3E
http://moiracrochets.hubpages.com/hub/Crocodile-Crochet-Stitch-Pattern


Rnd 2 – ch3, dc on first st, *ch1, skip 2 sts, dc on next st, ch1, skip 2 sts, 2dc on next st. Repeat 

* 11 times, ch1, skip 2 st, dc on next st, ch1, skip 2st, slst to the 3rd ch of the beginning round. 

[Check: you should have 12 sets of repeated pattern.] 

Rnd 3 – ch2, slst backward to the last dc of the previous round, *5dc on the post of next dc 

worked from top to base, ch1 with a bead, 5 dc on the post of next dc worked from base to top, 

slst on the next dc stitch. Repeat * 12 times. [Check: you should have 12 crocodile stitch in a 

round.] 

Rnd 4 – ch3, dc on first st, *ch1, dc on the center of the crocodile stitch, ch1, 2dc on the st 

between 2 crocodile stitches. Repeat * 11 times, ch1, dc on the center of the crocodile stitch, ch1, 

slst to the 3rd ch of the beginning round. 

Rnd 5 to 15 – Repeat rnd 3 and rnd 4 alternatively and end with rnd 3. [Check: you should have 

7 layers of crocodile stitch.] 

Rnd 16 – *ch3, 2dc on the first dc post of the crocodile st, dc on the center, 2dc on the last dc 

post of the crocodile st. Repeat * to all 12 crocodile sts (replace ch3 to dc for the 2nd to 12th 

crocodile st), slst to the 3rd ch of the beginning round. [Check: Treat the first 3 ch as a dc st, you 

will have a total of 72 dc sts.] 

Rnd 17 – ch3, dc in next st around, slst to the 3rd ch of the beginning round. 

Rnd 18 – ch3, dc in next st, ch, skip 1 st, *dc in next 2 sts, ch, skip 1 st. Repeat * 23 times, slst to 

the 3rd ch of the beginning round. [Check: you should have 24 holes for the drawstring to loop 

through in and out.] 

Fo and hide yarn end. 

Strap (Short / Long) 

Short strap: sl knot, ch3, do tunisian stitch until you reach about 20″ in length, bind off tunisian 

stitch, fo. 

or 

Cross Body Sling Strap: sl knot, ch3, do tunisian stitch until you reach about 48″ in length, bind 

off tunisian stitch, fo. 

Remark: measure your preference length to crochet. 

Fold the end and sew it to the handle chain with the yarn end. If you are not using handle clips, 

sew it directly to Rnd 15 on the purse (last round of crocodile stitch) 

Drawstring Cord Crochet Pattern [Optional] 
sl knot, ch until you have 20″ in length, turn and slst all the way to the beginning ch. Fo and hide 

yarn ends. 



Please refer the following tutorial for the detail (with photos) on the whole project. 

Prepare all the tools and materials as stated 

above. 

Insert beads into the yarn. 

if you find that it is difficult to insert the beads, use a small amount of quick dry adhesive (but 

not super glue) or modpodge to shape the yarn tip, let it dry before insert through the beads. 

 

Follow the above written crochet pattern to 

crochet the base round (rnd 1) of the purse. 

1. Crochet the fundamental chain follow by the dc stitch. 

2. Turn sideways and continue along other side of the foundation ch with dc stitch. 

3. slst to the beginning round 

Treat the first 3 ch as a dc st, you will have a total of 72 dc sts. 
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Crocodile stitch is formed by a 2-row / 2-round 

repeat pattern. 

Refer to rnd 2 at the crochet pattern to crochet the base round of the crocodile stitch. 

 

To make the first crocodile stitch at the beginning 

of a new round, you will need to perform a 2 backward ch sts, aka, ch 2 and slst back to the last 

dc or previous round. 

Refer Rnd 3 in the crochet pattern: ch2, slst backward to the last dc of the previous round, 
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This is second part of the crocodile stitch, crochet 

the crocodile “scale”. Refer Rnd 3 in the crochet pattern: *dc5 on the post of next dc of previous 

round, ch1 with a bead, dc5 on the post of next dc of previous round, slst on the next dc stitch. 

1. Crochet into the post of the first dc of the dc pair 

2. After making 5 dc onto the post. 

3. Chain with a bead 

4. Crochet another 5 dc on the next dc and slst to the next dc to complete 1 crocodile stitch.  

 

Repeat the above for 12 times to complete a 

round. 

[Check: you should have 12 crocodile stitch in a round.] 
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Next, you are going to do the base for another 

round of crocodile stitch and repeat it until you have 7 layers of the crocodile stitch. 

1. Refer to Rnd 4 in the crochet pattern to do the base for the crocodile stitch. It is the same as 

rnd 2 but this time your are crocheting it on top of the crocodile stitch. 

2. Repeat rnd 3 and rnd 4 alternatively and end with rnd 3 pattern to complete the 7 layers of 

crocodile stitch. 

3. Working up 2 rounds of plain dc stitch by doing rnd 16 and rnd 17, and finished off the purse 

body by crocheting 24 holes for the drawstring (rnd 18). 

4. Place the purse body flat on a surface, measure the external width W and length L (only until 

the last round of crocodile stitch). 

 

Crochet the handle or cross body sling strap with 

tunisian stitch. Since it is a narrow strap, you can use ordinary crochet hook to crochet. 

Watch this video on how to crochet simple tunisian stitch. 

Get the rest of the accessories ready for the purse assembly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFdI5fc_iDE
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Insert the drawstring cord through the holes, in 

and out as you go, the ends has outside and at the center line of the purse. 

Insert the cord through the cord lock. 

Install the cord ends according to the type of end you are using. 

 

If you prefer to crochet your own cord, you can 

do it with simple chain a row then slip stitch the chain (refer pattern above). 
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If you have handle clips or any strap rings, fold 

the strap over and sew it with tapestry needle. Set aside. 

 

Due to the structure of the crocodile stitch, the 

purse is going to have big gaps all over, you need to line the purse. You may add pockets if you 

wish. {tutorial on zipper pocket and slip pocket} 

1. measure the purse as shown in the previous photo. Cut out a piece of fabric according to the 

size shown in the picture. You do not need to add seam allowance because the lining was to be a 

little smaller than crochet purse. Neaten the raw edges with overlock stitch or zigzag stitch. 

2. Fold 1/4″ on the edge of the short side, sew a straight line (red). 

3. Fold the long side into halve, sew the sides with 1/4″ seam allowance respectively.  

4. Insert the lining 

 

http://www.craftpassion.com/2010/04/sewing-tutorial-internal-zipper-pocket-for-bag.html
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1. Align the top edge of the lining along the last 

round of crocodile stitch. 

2. TO make sure that the lining is evenly sewn to the crochet purse, pin the sides of the lining to 

the side of the purse, pin center line of the purse to the center line of the purse. 

 

Slip stitch the lining on the the crochet stitch. 

Adjust your sewing tension so that the lining is nicely attach to the crochet purse and not too 

tight. 

 

Install the strap / handle to the sides of purse just 

above the crocodile stitch. I used clip handle, so I just need to press the clip to attach on the 

purse. 
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This is the side view of the completed purse. 
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